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70 THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Albany, July 1822. 

Dear Sir—I was lately at the house of Judge B. 
living near this city, who has for some months been 
confined by a severe fracture. In the course of con- 
yersation, he noticed a correspondence between the 
Rev. Hooper Cumming and himself. Being pleased 
with his letter to the Doctor, I obtained his leave to 
copy it for the G. Herald. 

{t is indeed a pleasing circumstance, that a man 
of Judge B.’s age (about eighty) and standing in 
society, should look back as it were from the tomb, 
and rejoice in the glorious gospel of our salvation. 

MENTOR. 
Albany, July 27, 1821. 
AEV. AND DEAR SIR, 

Occasionally looking over some loose papers a 
few days past, I took up your letter to me of the 9th 
Dec. 1819. On noticing its contents, it appeared 
that to pass it by in silence, might be construed into 
a stupid insensibility. Why it has lain so long in 
obscurity, is probably that it was too disgusting to 
appea from a gentleman of your respectability. I 
should probably never have troubled you with any 
written communication, had it not been for your 
public declaration, that “No Universalist could 
ever be saved ;” and I was surprised when I heard 
you had recognized that assertion ; upon which I 
asked you, if you would be so kind as to answer me 
in writing, some serious questions I might propose 
to you on the subject, to which I had your answer 
in the affirmative, Soon after I wrote you, as al- 
luded to in your letter, and to give you a fair oppor- 
tunity to vindicate your own principles, and to re- 
fute the doctrine of final restoration, I sent you 
the pamphlets you refer to in your letter, one being 
a discourse delivered by the celebrated Dr. Haskell, 
ou the Calvinistic doctrine of predestination, hoping 
you would make an attempt to reconcile the appa- 
rent inconsistencies of the deductions vou Calvin- 
ists draw from your own acknowledged premisses. 
But, Sir, you declined any direct answer, either in 
vindication of your own system, or in refutation of 
the doctrine of final restoration. Nor have you, as 
yet, exonerated yourself, either by vindicating, pal- 
liating, or retracting your bold, uncharitable anath- 
ema, against those who believe in the same gospel 
saivation as yourself, but in a more benevolent and 
extensive view, and not in that contracted system 
which reflects dishonour on the impartial goodness 
of God, and the extemsive merits of the Saviour. 
But I leave you, Sir, to your own reflections, and 
return to same remarks on your letter. 


“= 


You say, 1 “appear extremely solicitous that you 
should read my pamphlets:” And why, Sir? To 
convince you of your own inconsistency, and to pre- 
pare your mind for the reception of the truth. You 
next, Sir, rather in a taunting manner, say, If I “ feel 
any misgivings of intellect and conscience, respect- 
ing my creed, and are anxious to be established in 
the truth as it is in Jesus, I can learn your senti- 
ments by hearing you preach.” Had you, Sir, 
been thoroughly acquainted with my creed, you 
would not have apprehended that I had “ misgiv- 
ings, or anxious doubts, for the removal of which 
you would bave me come and hear you preach, as 
the infallible oracle of truth, as it is in Jesus.” 
Why, Sir, not refer me to the sacred Scriptures as 
the oracle of truth? If, Sir, you wish to know my 
creed, I will give you the reasons of my hope, with 
meekness and fear. 

And, first, negatively, It is not John Calvin's 
creed, nor is it the creed of the council of Trent, 
that illiterate, bigoted, dogmatical mob, who carried 
all their decisions by coercion, and changed their 
creed as the strength of mobility prevailed. Nor 
do I pin my faith on any creed, the spurious pro- 
duction of uninspired, bigoted clergymen, which 
are unwarranted by the sacred Scriptures: But, 
positively, I found my creed of final restoration, on 
the inspired oracles of truth, and the sure promises 
of God, first made to Adam, renewed to Abraham, 
and declared by all God's holy prophets—confirmed 
by the oath of God—proclaiimed by the angel of 
God, as glad tidings to ALL people—celebrated by 
the heavenly host—accomplished and confirmed by 
the Son of God, who came not to condemn, but to 
save the world, and which universal salyation was 
preached by his inspired apostles—that “ God will 
have all men to be saved,” and that he “ worketh 
all things according to the counsel of his own will,” 
—that God “ is not slack concerning his promises, 
as some men count slackness, but is long-suffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that ali should come to repentance.” 

This, Sir, is a brief summary of my creed; and 
this, Sir, is my faith, which you call a damnable 
error, (the unpardonable sin.) And am I Sir, to 
take your bare, positive assertion for demonstra- 
tion? Blush, Sir, for your consummate arrogance, 


While you presuming dare 
God’s thunder-bolts to throw, 

“ And deal damnation round the world 
On each you deem his foe.” 


You say, Sir, in your letter, you “are doubly fa- 
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concealing your views.” Are you, Sir, serving 
your divine Master in the gospel, ‘while you are 
consigning to endless misery those who believe in 
the promises of the gospel, because they follow not 
you? Pray, Sir, what is this double favour of which 
you boast? Is it the double fortified brass of an 
Ajax? Or is it your niasked battery, the pulpit, 
where you are secure from an attack; where you 
can have an er-parte hearing, and not be implead- 
ed? If this be your double favour, it appears not a 
very fair one for an impartial investigation of a 
And is your desk the only place where 
you do not conceal your views? 'To conclude your 
letter you say, you “were not tossed to and fro by 
every wind of doctrine and cunning craftiness of 
men, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” Do 
you, Sir, call the gospel doctrine, the “ wind of doc- 
trine ?” or the writings of inspired men, “ cunning 
craftiness of men, whereby they lie in wait to de- 
ceive?” Take heed, Sir, that in reviling doctrines 
you do not revile the doctrine of the gospel which 
you profess to preach. Are you, Sir, afraid to in- 
quire after truth, for fear of sliding imto error ? 
Truth will shine brighter by investigation—error 
only is in danger—and are you unwilling to have 
error exposed? Or doth your fear arise from the 
same quarter as the shrine makers’ to the goddess 
Diana? Or why wrest the only Scripture which 
you have quoted for an evasion? I, Sir, verily be- 
lieve you are in av error, as was Paul at the murder 
of Stephen, and that you verily think, as he then 
thought, that you are doing God service; and I sin- 
cerely pray that you may be met on your persecu- 
ting journey, as he was on his way to Daimascus, 
and that some Ananias may be sent of God, to re- 
move the scales from off your eyes, that you might, 
with Paul, discover the truth as it is in Jesus. 

As it is the common lot of man to err, every re- 
flecting man who will examine himself, will disco- 
ver many instances in which he has erred, and these 
reflections wil! excite charity towards others. If 
a man is destitute of this charity, it shows him to 
be totally unacquainted with himself. It is a la- 
mentable fact, that most professing Christians 
choose their religious opinions by proxy. Iam 
taught this by experience. In early life, I believed 
in the creed of my pious parents; they believed 
with their pious minister, who believed in the in- 
consistent creed of John Calvin; and many pro- 
fessors are afraid to think and examine for them- 
selves in matters of religion, but place implicit faith 
in the clergy. 

Before, Sir, you censure and condemn others, 
I wish you to lay aside prepossession, candidly 
examine your own religious system, and see if you 
can reconcile it with the Scripture, or Scripture 
with itself on that system, or any just idea of the 
Divine character. I take for granted that you be- 
lieve creation was a work of design, and not of 
blind chance. That it was an act becoming its 
Divine Author, originating from the impartial 
goodness of God : That infinite wisdom, which ean- 
not err, laid the plan infinite goodness had devised ; 
and that infinite power, which cannot suffer defeat, 


subject. 
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was engaged to carry it into effect. That the on. 
niseience of God, that comprehends every possible 
event, and cannot be disappointed, foresaw the ful! 
accomplishment of all the purposes of the Divine 
will. To suppose, then, that endless misery wil) 
the portion of any of God’s moral creation, we muy 
suppose this the design of creation ; or, that God 
did not comprehend his own work ; or that he jx 
defeated in his merciful purposes. One of these 
propositions you must necessarily adopt, and choose 
your position. If the first, you impeach the impar- 
tial goodness of God, and implicitly charge him 
with malevolence and cruelty. If you adopt the 
second, you impeach his omniscience ; and the third 
impeaches his omnipotency. Either Deity is ma. 
levolent, or ignorant, or weak, or your abominable 
doctrine of endless damnation is not true. But, to 
sanction this horrid doctrine, you boldly declan 
sin to be an infinite evil, +hough originating from « 
finite cause. There must be an infinite capacity, 
as an infinite cause, in order to produce an infinite 
effect. How there can be two infinities—an infi- 
nite evil, and an infinite good in never-ending op 
position, is a solecism I cannot comprehend, unles: 
you can prove there is an infinite devil; or tha 
God is both infinitely good and holy, and also inii- 
nitely evil and wicked—a blasphemous supposition 

I can conceive of no infinite, but the infinitely 
good and holy God, and what is in and of him, and 
that sin is a misuse of that good, by finite, sinnine 
agents, and that this evil shall finally be done away 
through the medium of the gospel institution. The 
terrific doctrine taught to frighten men to heaven 
by the terrors of hell, rather than by the love oi 
holiness and happiness, can never induce love to 
God, which casteth out fear. Love constrains to 
love and obedience. The horrid doctrine of the 
vindictive wrath of God, that represents him asa 
revengeful, cruel sovereign, sentencing countless 
millions of his intelligent creation to endless mis- 
ery, (in which you appear willing to be the execu- 
tioner) has made more sceptics and infidels, than 
all the Atheistical and Deistical writers. 

To support this terrific system, you have not onls 
magnified sin into an infinite evil, but aided imph- 
citly, if not expressly, the cause of Satan. and 
given to the prince of darkness a more exalted en- 
pire over God’s moral world, than to the Prince ot 
Peace, who gave his life to save them; and you 
have given to sia an Satan an infinite empire and 
dominion, coeval and coeternal with God Almigh- 
ty. However horrid this doctrine may appear, it is 
plainly dedacible from the trinitarian system. I 
believe in the justice of God as fully as you do, but 
I do not believe that his justice reigns in hell only, 
and his mercy in heaven only, nor can J thus se‘ 
the divine perfections at an infinite distance. | 
believe that the perfections of Deity eompletely 
harmonize in all the divine dispensations. Tha! 
to be just is to be merciful, and vice versa; and 
that his tender mercies are over aus his works. 
That the justice of God requires the correction 0! 
his disobedient children, while merey is the ulti- 
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nis dispensations to the children of men, are those 
of a merciful Father, and not of a merciless tyrant, 
and that all his fatherly chastisements are for their 
benefit. 

Dear Sir, | have been more prolix than was my 
original design, but the interesting subject opens 
a wide field of joyful contemplation. I have but 
entered on the threshold of the Divine structure. 

I hope, dear Sir, that the plain freedom I have 
taken will not offend, but be received with that 
cordial friendship by which it has been dictated. 
As it is probably the last time I may address you, 
as you decline a friendly correspondence, I have a 
sincere wish that a gentleman of your abilities 
should be loosed from the fascinating chains of tra- 
ditional bigotry and error, to which you appear to 
ve captive. That you may think more liberally, 
and judge more charitably in matters of religion— 
that you may become more extensively useful in 
your sacerdotal character—that, you may be clothed 
with Christian humility, brotherly love, and gos- 
pel charity, and adopt a system of theology more 
congenial with the benevolence of the gospel sys- 
tem—more honourable to the character of Deity, 
and less in support of the kingdom of Satan. 

I am, dear Sir, 
In the faith of the gospel, 
Your anathematized friend, 
E—— B—. 
Rev. Hooper Cumming. 
—j>— 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF 
JOHN CALVIN. 

We are now about to present the reader with the 
Biography of John Calvin, a reformer of eminence, 
and whose name is well known in the religious 
world. His history affords a variety of curious par- 
ticulars, and many valuable lessons may be learnt 
from the events by which his life was distinguished. 
His opinions need no explanation ; they are adopted 
by a large portion of the Christian community. 
This indeed makes it the more necessary to inquire 
into his character ; and we shall endeavour to de- 
lineate its principal features with fidelity. 

Joun Carvin (whose original name was Cauvin) 
was born at Noyon, Picardy, July 1509. Having 
passed through the usual stages of education, par- 
ticularly his grammar learning, and his philosophy 
at Paris, he was presented to the church in 1521, 
but received no living till 1527, when he entered 
on the rectory of Marteville, which he exchanged 
soon after for the rectory of Pont l’Eveque near 
Noyon. It is said, that reading the Scriptures, he 
conceived a dislike to the superstitions of popery, 
and accordingly quitted the church for the study of 
the law. In this branch of knowledge he made 
considerable progress, not however utterly relin- 
quishing the study of divinity. The pursuits of 
theology occupied his leisure hours. Upon his fa- 
ther’s death he returned to Noyon, but soon went 
back to Paris, where he, in the 24th ycar of his age, 
wrote a commentary upon Seneca’s Treatise on 





known to such persons as had privately embraced 
the reformation. This disclosure therefore laid the 
foundation for that distinction among the reformers 
to which he afterwards attained. 

It happened at this time that the rector of the 
university of Paris delivered a speech of which Cal- 
vin had furnished the materials; this speech greatly 
displeased the Sorbonne and parliament, and gave 
rise to a persecution against the protestants, to avoid 
which our reformer retired into the country. In 
1534 he however returned to Paris again, though 
the renewal of further troubles, in’which the pro- 
testants were involved, induced him soon to quit 
Paris altogether for Basil, where he studied the He- 
brew language. About this period he published his 
Institutions of the Christian Religion, a work ot 
considerable :eputation. Its style has been admired 
for its elegance, and when we recollect the wide 
circle of topics which are there discussed, it may 
be termed a body of divinity. The dedication of 
it to Francis the Ist, King of France, contains 
manly sentiments, and is indeed marked by strong 
features of integrity. It must also be remembered 
that this work at its first appearance in 1535, was 
only the outlines of a larger publication in 1558, 
which was given to the public with the author's 
last corrections and augmentations. Its size in 
Latin and in French is that of a small folie: whe- 
ther there has been a translation of it into the En- 
glish language we cannot say with certainty. 

Having laid his Institutions before the world, 
with the view of assisting the cause of protestant- 
ism, Calvin paid a visit to Italy, in order to see the 
Duchess of Ferrara, a lady of eminent piety, by 
whom he was kindly received. On his return from 
Italy, he came back to France, whence he meant 
to proceed to Strasburg, but on account of the war 
then raging, it was necessary for his safety, that he 
should pass through the Duke of Savoy’s territo- 
ries. This circumstance led him to Geneva, where 
the entreaties of a friend seem to have been the 
principal inducement to his settlement there. In- 
deed his friend, being of a warm and enthusiastic 
temper, solemnly declared to him, in the name of 
God, that if he would not stay, the curse of God 
would attend him, wherever he went, as seeking 
himself, and not Christ. Calvin, therefore, was at 
length prevailed on to comply with the choice which 
the magistrates of Geneva had made of him, to be 
one of their ministers and professor of divinity. 

In 1537, the year after his settlement at Geneva, 
he made the people declare their assent upon oath, 
to a confession of faith, containing a renunciation 
of popery. This magisterial step, however, did not 
prove sufficient for the extirpation of immorality. 
Calvin then refused the administration of the sacra- 
ment to them, which was the occasion of his and 
of his associates’ banishment from the place. He 
betook himself to Strasburgh, where he raised a 
church, of which he was the first minister, and in 
this city also he was appointed professor of divinity. 

The next business in which this active reformer 
was engaged, is that of his being present at the diets 





Clemency. Soon after this period he made himself 
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religious differences should be brought to some 
kind of acconunodation. Thither he went, accom- 
panied. by Bucer, and had aconference with Me- 
lancthon, of meek and quiet memory. The result 
of these diets, held at various times, with the view 
of benefitting the church, is well known to the 
readers of ecclesiastical history. What a pity, that 
the right of private judgment and the exercise of 
liberality did not prevent those fierce altercations, 
which, at best, were nothing more than the defence 
of human opinions, and oftentimes terminated in 
deeds disgraceful to humanity ! 

The magistrates who were the cause of Calvin’s 
banishment from Geneva being removed, he re- 
turned thither, and settled there, in the year 1541. 
The first thing our reformer did, after his settle- 
ment, was the establishment of a consistorial juris- 
diction, with vast powers of censure and excommu- 
nication. This step was justly exclaimed against 
by many, as the revival of spiritual tyranny. 
“Agreeably to the spirit of this consistorial cham- 
ber, which some considered as a kind of inquisition, 
Calvin,” (says one of his biographers) “ proceeded 
to most unwarrantable lengths, to which he was but 
too easily impelled by a natural warmth and unre- 
lenting hardness of temper.” Of the truth of this 
assertion, the persecution of Servetus, a Spanish 
physician of great learning and piety, forms a me- 
morable proof. He had written letters to Calvin 
on the trinity, which the latter made the ground- 
work of a prosecution which ended only with the 
consignment of its victim to the flames!! Servetus 
had written several theological books, in which he 
had expressed Rimself with freedom on many of the 
topics of orthodoxy. All this raised the holy indig- 
nation of our reformer, and seems to have extin- 
guished every spark of humanity within him. Va- 
rillas affirms, that a letter had been seen at Paris, 
written by Calvin to Farel, his intimate friend, 
wherein is the following passage—* Servetus has 
sent me a large book, stuffed with idle fancies, and 
full of arrogance. He says, I shall find admigable 
things in it, and such as have not hitherto been 
heard of. He offers to come hither, if I like it; 
but I will not engage my word; for if he comes, 
and if any regard be paid to my authority, I shall 
not suffer him to escape with life!” Sorbiere men- 
tions this letter, and says that Grotius saw it at 
Paris, with words in it to this effect. When Ser- 
vetus, therefore, arrived at Geneva, Calvin instantly 
informed the magistrates of his arrival; he was 
thrown into prison, and a prosecution commenced 
against him for heresy and blasphemy. ‘The same 
biographer we have already quoted observes, that 
Calvin pursued him with a malevolence and fury 
which was manifestly personal, though no doubt 
that reformer easily persuaded himself it was all 
pure zeal for the cause of God and the glory of the 
church. The unhappy man was burnt alive, Octo- 
ber the 27th, 1553, merely for his religious opin- 
ions, and with every imaginable circumstance of 
degradation and ignominy! Amongst the several 
frivolous charges brought against him, the principal 
was, which no doubt sealed his ruin, that, “in the 





person of Mr. Calvin, minister of the word of God, 
in the church of Geneva, he had defamed the doc. 
trine that is preached, uttering all imaginable inju- 
rious and blasphemous words against it.” 

Such was the end of Servetus, and such the con 
duct of Calvin in this horrible affair. It is true, the 
principles of religious liberty were not then under- 
stood ; and this may be urged by way of extenua- 
tion. We allow this apology its full force, but must 
protest against that malignity with which the reform- 
er pursued Servetus even to the stake ! The followers 
of Calvin have attempted to draw a veil over this 
part of his character. We must, however, confess, 
that, after a full investigation of the subject, we pro- 
nounce it deserving of the severest reprobation. To 
use the words of the compiler of the General Dic- 
tionary, “ The death of Servetus left a stain on the 
character of Calvin which nothing can wipe out, 
because every body has believed that he acted in 
this affair from motiyes merely personal: the crafti- 
ness of address, and the management in causing 
Servetus to be apprehended and brought to trial ; his 
furious and brutal treatment of him at the time of 
his trial, and his dissimulation and malevolence to- 
wards him, after his condemnation, will not suffer 
it to be doubted.” 

While Calvin was thus rigorously insisting on 
the rights of his consistory, in accusing and pun- 
ishing heretics, he took care of the churches both 
abroad and at home. His pen was always in his 
hand, and he was indefatigable in the accomplish- 
ment of all his purposes. He died, May 27, 1664, 
but with the particulars of his death we are unac- 
quainted. He left behind him writings on a vast 
variety of subjects. The edition of his works pub- 
lished at Geneva, contains twelve volimes folio, 
which have been compressed into nine in the edi- 
tion printed at Amsterdam, 1667. His Institutes 
appear to have excited the most attention, and in- 
deed to have attracted the largest share of admi- 
ration. 

Beza, who wrote his life, both in Latin and 
French, assures us, that Calvin knew men again 
after many years, whom he had seen but once, and 
that when he was interrupted for several hours, 
whilst he was dictating any thing, he would resume 
the thread of his discourse without being told where 
he broke off, and never forgot what he once com- 
mitted to memory. He married about the age of 
thirty, and had a son, who died im his infancy. 

In private life, Calvin appears to have been un- 
exceptionable ; but his passions were inflamed by 
the least opposition to his religious opinions. Had 
the goodness of this celebrated reformer’s temper 
equalled the energies of his intellect, his character 
would have been far better entitled to the admira- 
tion of posterity. The amiable Dr. Watts, in his 
Lyric Poems, styles him the “awful Calvin!" Aw- 
ful indeed, must be that mind, however vigorous, 
whence sprung @ system of divinity, whose lead- 
ing tenet consigns the majority of the human race, 
for a series of predestinated actions, tq the hos 
rors Of ETERNAL MISERY. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
PRIMITIVE AND PRESENT STATE OF 
MAN. 

(Concluded from p. 102.) 

I shall now adduce the evidence that common ex- 
perience Offers against the doctrine of total de- 
pravity. The proverbs that have for a long time 
been in use, plainly show, that, akhough people 
have apparently assented to the doctrine, yet they 
have not believed it. The following is one of the 
proverbs to which I have an allusion ; viz. “ Truth 
is born with us, and we must do violence to our na- 
tures to shake it off.” It is also said, that “ Reason 
is the candle of the Lord, lighted in the human 
breast.” And doth the candle of the Lord give no 
light 2 If it does give light, then there is not a total 
darkness, and the doctrine of total depravity is not 
true. However, some, to support the doctrine, de- 
claim against reason asa blind guide. As well then 
might a revelation be made to brutes, for it is by 
reason, alone, that we try revelation, and the con- 
sistency and reality of its doctrines; and we have 
no other guide, or criterion, by which they can be 
tested.* I do not deny but man is degraded, and 
debased by sin, but it is that of his own commission, 
and notof Adam. But every dispensation of God’s 
providence, under the law, and also under the Gos- 
pel by Jesus Christ, is either to maintain or restore 
that uprightness in which he was first created. He 
writes his will upon the mind of every man, as at 
the beginning. This law is shadowed forth, and his 
image stamped on every soul; and a sense of his 
duty is interwoven with his very constitution, so that 
every man hath by him a code of laws to which he 
may at any time repair—an oracle, like that at 
Abel, of which he may ask counsel and for ever end 
the matter. We are not made sinners, neither are 
we born such; for children in the Word of God are 
called innocents. See Psa. cvi. 38. Jer. ii. 34. and 
xix.4. Although man, in riper years, hath sought 
out and practised many wicked inventions, yet, in 
some degree, he retains the image of God in his at- 
tributes. Wisdom, truth, justice, love, mercy, and 
goodness, are portrayed and imprinted on his soul, 
however they may be defaced, yet the lineaments 
have never been wholly obliterated, but still point 
to his noble extraction, and warrant him in saving, 
My Father is in heaven. 

When God formed man of the dust of the earth, 
and breathed into him the breath of life, he joined 
natures as unlike and opposite, as heaven and earth ; 
and even to this day the strife continues ; the flesh 
lusting against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh ; but this cannot, with any propriety, be called 
original sin, for it was in the prime constitution of 
man, and prior to the transgression of the law. 

Icannot learn that there was any knowledge of 
original sin, (as it is called,) until many years after 
Christ and his apostles. And the supposed discov- 
ery was made by Augustine, who also fabricated the 
word ; but against this unfortunate, hereditary evil, 





* ff Revelation is unreasonable, or, in other words, not 
reducible to our understandings, it is no revelation, but a 
source of endless perplexity. 





the wisdom of the priests, or rather of the craft, 
soon found an expedient, and it was decreed, in a 
Council at Africa, that infants should receive bap- 
tism, as a kind of counter-spell against the infernal 
bites of the spiritual Tarantula. So great was the 
engagedness of the ignorant for the application of 
the antidote, that many were baptized before they 
were born, lest (as the crafty told them,) their chil- 
dren should perish without the means of grace. 
“ At this time, also, godfathers and godmothers were 
invented, who undertook, for children, to renounce 
the devil, when they had not yet renounced him for 
themselves.” 

The notion of original sin, and total depravity as 
a consequence, is proved not to be true by every 
day’s experience. The benevolence of man in the 
common civilities of life, the admiration of the in- 
nocent, the virtuous, and the brave; the anxious 
concern for them in the emergencies of life,—how 
his soul kindles into ardour when, in an epic poem, 
truth, valour, justice, fidelity, friendship, piety, and 
magnanimity are set forth in the cause of honour 
and virtue, the whole man is captivated, and stands 
an honourable witness for mankind, that total de- 
pravity is a slanderous charge. S. M. ROSE. 

—>—_ 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


LOOK AT THIS! 


«ates Sees ee 


A correspondent would ask, whether a dignified 
clergyman in this city, who is rioting in abundance, 
and adopting heathen children, who are called after 
his name, he paying for their maintenance, to give 
eclat to his holiness in the public prints, would not 
do better if he were to administer to the pressing 
necessities of his aged MOTHER, Who, with two 
children, one of whom is infirm, are despised and 
neglected ! ! ! 

The above isa plain, unvarnished, naked truth. 
And my motive, Mr. Editor, in giving publicity to 
this unfeeling and worse than heathenish barbarity, 
is, that it may come to the eyes and heart of this 
dignified stickler for missions, and induce him to 
assist a distressed moTHER, and her poor children, 
whom he disdains, in his exalted station, to notice ' 

AN ENEMY TO HYPOCRISY 
—~—>_ 

From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 
EXPLANATION OF 2 cor. x1. 13, 14. 

“ For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of 
Christ ; and no marvel, for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light.” 

Preyious to explaining the text, I would observe 
that the original word rendered false apostles, is the 
same which, in Matt. xxiv. 11, 24, is translated false 
prophets and false Christs, or v. 6. Many, said 
Christ, shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ, 
and shail deceive many, as the false among them. 
In 2 Pet. ii. 1. it is translated false teachers. 

In 1 Cor. ix. the apostle hath stated, that he and 





Barnabas, as ministers of Christ, had a just claim to 
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wages, or maintenance, from them, ver. 11, 12.; 
and, among other reasons why he had not taken it, 
he said, J have not used this power over you, (Acts 
xviii. 3.) but suffer all things, lest I should hinder 
the Gospel of Christ, or be thought by some (perhaps 
his opposeis,) to abuse my power in the Gospel. In 
the chapter ander consideration he resumed the 
subject ; also xii. 14—18.; and assigns his further 
reasons. It was not because he did not love them ; 
far otherwise ; but it was that he might cut off occa- 
sion from them (the false apostles, &c.) that desire 
occasion (to accuse me of it,) that wherein they xlory 
they may be found even as I myself, in not taking 
wages. 

From the forecited texts, and those under con- 
sideration, it appears plain that the transformation, 
or mere outward appearance, of the false apostle 
into an apostle of Christ, i. e. himself, consisted in 
his not taking wages of his party, or using that pow- 
er over them, with a design to ingratiate himself in- 
to their esteem by appearing as disinterested as 
Paul; but he did it not, lest he should hinder the 
Gospel of Christ ; which was the governing design 
of the apostle why he did not: and no marvel, for 
Satan,—the adversary to me,—s therein transform- 
ed to an angel of light, i. e. myself; therefore it is 
no strange thing if his ministers, or agents, who 
act in connexion with him, be also transformed into 
ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be ac- 
cording to their works. That the expressions apos- 
tle of Christ—angel of ight—ministers of righteous- 
ness, are, by the apostle, used as synonymous, and 
intend himself, I think cannot be doubted by any 
person who pays a close attention to the argument 
in the context, and in 1 Cor. ix. 

It should here be particularly noticed, that one 
special part of his design, in both chapters, was to 
combat and entirely invalidate the pretensions and 
deceitful conduct of the false apostle and his party, 
by showing the rest of the people that they ought 
not, by any means, to countenance them ; for as he 
tells them, 1 Cor. iv. 15. “ Though you have ten 
thousand instructors in Christ Jesus, yet have you 
not many fathers ; for in Christ Jésus have I begot- 
ten you by the Gospel, (and not the false apostle, who 
has only built on the foundation I have laid, which 
is Christ, the only Head of all his people ;) where- 
fore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.” In strict 
allusion to the false apostle, the Satan, or adversa- 
ry, he said, iv. 6. These things, (i.e. my apostolic 
character and ministry, as opposed to him and his 
party,) Jhave, in a figure, transferred (the same 
original word rendered transformed) to myself and 
Apollos,(in the steqd of the false apostle) that ye 
might learn in us not to think of men (that person) 
above that which is written, that no one of you be 
puffed up for one (leader) against another. For who 
maketh thee to differ from another? dividing into 
parties? As to himself and Apollos, he assured 
them they accounted themselves as ministers and 
stewards of Christ only, and not heads of parties. 

I cannot help thinking that, upon a close atten- 
tion to the context, it will clearly appear, that to 
suppose the apostle introduces Satan, a fallen angel, 





an ineffable spirit, into his reasoning, is entirely un. 
supported, and not coincident with it. For it wa. 
the false apostle and his ministers and adherent, 
only, that he is describing and opposing to his apos. 
tolical character and ministry, and not to a fallen 
angel, and his angels or ministers. And indeed 
such a supposition is discountenanced by this farthe; 
consideration, viz. that neither the false apostle, no; 
any of the church, could know whom he intended ; 
because there is not any mention of such an apos- 
tate invisible spirit in the Old Testament, (nor jp 
pagan theology,) and it is certain they had not any 
other authentic means of information. 

I may just ask, by what rule the people could 
know that an invisible unembodied spirit had trans. 
formed himself into an apostle of Christ, and act as 
such? But of the false apostle there was not the 
least difficulty. 

—~——. 
RELIGIOUS DELUSION AGAIN. 

It is our painful duty to lay before our readers 
the following horrible effects of religious fanaticism, 
produced through the instrumentality of the famous 

ASAHEL NETTLETON. 

This man has been to work for two months past 
in producing a “ REVIVAL,” so called, in the town 
of Somers, in Tolland county, in this State. Mr. 
Fuller, a gentleman of respectable family connex- 
ions, of property, talents, and influence, honoured 
with offices of importance, became converted, and 
brought, as was supposed, to the marvellous light of 
the Gospel. He neglected all business, attended 
conferences and religious meetings ; and, withou 
regard to health or comfort, ran about from house 
to house, exhorting people to flee from the wrath to 
come. The consequence of this was mental de- 
rangement. After being absent about three days 
from home, exhorting day and night, he returned on 
the afternoon of Wednesday the 17th ult. He 
found Mrs. F. in an upper room, and told her he 
was going to kill her—* I love you,” says he, “ but 
I must do it—kneel down immediately.” The wv- 
happy woman knelt down. He then questioned hei 
as to her faith.*—Do you believe thus and so? And 
so and so? Yes, was the continued answer. You 
lie—you lie, d——n you, said Mr. F. and I will beat 
the true faith into you. On this he flew at the u- 
fortunate woman with an umbrella, and beat her in 
a cruel manner, cutting and bruising her head and 
face. Having broken the umbrella, he next bega 
to beat her with his fists. An opportunity present 
ing, she made her escape. In searching for her hie 
found his little son playing before the house—the 
elder ones were gone to pick berries. He took up 
this child, about two years old, carried it under a 
pear tree, and with a case knife attempted to cut its 
throat. After cutting and mangling some time, i) 
which he made a severe and deep incision—cutting 
off some of the blood vessels, he laid the child under 
the tree, and departed from the house. He was met 
by a neighbour who had been alarmed by the wife, 
and hastened to this scene of wo. Mr. F. met him 





* Mrs. F. is a member of the Church. 





THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


111 











with fury, and seized bim with the intent of killing 
him. After a struggle the neighbour finally over- 
powered him, and others coming to his assistance, 
they succeeded in binding the unfortunate man, and 
confining him in his room. Mrs. F.’s head swelled 
such a manner as to make her blind for several 
days; the child, itis hoped, will recover. 

‘Another person in the same town, an honest and 
-ndustrious farmer, has also been made the victim 
of this delusion. He neglected his business, so that 
his neighbours had to turn out and do his hoeing, 
ue. for him—secluded himself from society, and it 
is said, for three days he lay upon his face without 
aking any refreshment whatever. 

Here, then, is all the comfort and peace of a 
respectable family destroyed for ever.—Aged pa- 
rents, who looked with fond delight on a son, en- 
joying the comforts of life, happy, in a young and 
jovely family—respected by his fellow-citizens— 
honoured with their suffrages, and promising much 
usefulness in life, at once behold all those pleasing 
prospects blasted, and deep and lasting sorrow pro- 
duced by this religious fanaticism. Who can behold 
this family, without feeling the pangs of heart-felt 
sorrow? Who can behold this direful calamity, 
without frowning indignantly on the man whose la- 
bours are the cause of it? We call upon our fel- 
low men to awake from their slumbers, and look at 
the direful effects of these revivals. Instances of 
suicide have multiplied to an alarming degree with- 
in a few years; scarcely a month passes without 
hearing of some victim to religious delusion.—In- 
sanity increases, with all its horrors, from the same 
cause. With these evidences before them, will men 
suffer these delusions to go on, till they, in their 
own families, experience the woful eifects of insani- 
ty? Why is it that men will suffer themselves to 
be duped by a man who impiously dared to sign 
inmself “ Jesus Christ ;” and who, however he may 
endeavour to palJiate and excuse the deed, does not 
dare to deny it ? 

We call upon the clergy—those, whose hearts 
are not hardened by bigotry, or the pride of learn- 
ing, and preconceived opinions ; we appeal to them 
m whose hearts heaven-born charity and benevo- 
lence yet lives—who have a heart to feel for the 
sorrows of others, and who desire the happiness of 
their fellow men, to lend their assistauce in putting 
a stop to those delusions. We call upon you, gen- 
tlemen, in the name of that God whom you profess 
to alore—for the sake of that Redeemer, whose 
servants you call yourselves—for the honour of the 
Christian religion, and in the sacred cause of hu- 
manity bleeding under those delusions, we beg of 
you to raise your voices against that fanaticism 
which destroys all the peace and all the comforts of 
men. If you refuse, we solemnly warn you of the 
consequences that wil! follow. The spirit of inquiry 
is abroad in the world, and there are men who will 
expose these delusions. Scenes like the above 
awaken the mind, and lead to an inquiry as to the 
causes; and men, for their own safety, will dis- 
countenance these things. If then, you persist in 
encouraging what they consider detrimental to the 





peace and well-being of the community, you will 
lose their confidence—your usefulness will be de- 
stroyed, and the cause of religion suffer, being con- 
sidered as priesteraft, and only calculated to keep 
men in bondage for your aggrandizement.—For 
your own sakes, then, have respect to propriety. 
You have, indeed, gentlemen, carried these things 
too far; the evils will rebound upon your own 
heads. Be persuaded, then, before it is too late, to 
discountenance this wild delirium, destructive of 
the peace of a and cease to give encourage- 
ment to practices which lead to numerous instances 
of death or insanity. 

N.B. Mr. Nettleton, we are informed, after this 


sad catastrophe took place, immediately preached 
his farewell sermon, and quit the place, to practise, 
no doubt, his delusions in some other town. 
forbid that he should have another victim. 


Hartford Relig. Ing. 
® 


God 
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THE GRAND CRITERION. 

“ The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because 
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek ; He hath sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the. opening of the prison to them that are 
bound.” Isa. Ixi. 1. 

We are instructed (see Luke iv. 17—22,) that 
Christ “ went into the synagogue on the Sabbath- 
day, (Saturday,) and stood up for to read. And 
there was delivered unto him the book of the pro- 
phet Esaias ; and, when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written, The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver- 
ance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,” &c. 
The reader will please to consider, that the differ- 
ence of the reading of the passages quoted is ae- 
counted for as follows. That from the prophet 
Isaiah was translated in modern times. While the 
other is the rendering of an apostle, &c. We find 
that “ good tidings” and “ Gospel,” are used as 
synonymous terms. Poorand meek the same, &c. 

If any language can be unequivocal, the words of 
these quotations are as plain as the sun at noon-day. 
What are we taught? Ans. When the Spirit of the 
Lord is upon a preacher, he “ proclaims liberty to 
the captives,” &c.&c. And to prove, beyond the 
possibility of refutation, that this is the correct view 
of the subject, we have the testimony of Christ and 
the prophet Isaiah, that the “ Spirit of the Lord 
was upon them, because (this is the evidence that it 
is the Spirit of God, because) he hath anointed me 
to preach good tidings!!!” Reader, we put the 
question to you. If the Spirit of the Lord is upon 
them that preach “ good tidings,” is not the spirit 
of the devil upon them that preach bad tidings ? 

Note.—The reader is requested to ponder the 
above. We think there is matter for him to preach 
along sermon. But, let him remember, that if he 
preaches any thing but “good tidings,” he is in- 
spired by any thing but the Spirit of God. 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

The following temperate remarks from a Con- 
necticut paper relate to a subject which begins to 
attract much of the public attention. We take the 
opportunity of inserting it to say, that, having un- 
derstood that some of our readers take exception to 
the expression of a sentiment which is adverse to 
levying subscriptions from the public, to maintain 
travellers under the name of missionaries, and to 
support pensionaries in Theological Colleges, we 
hope it will be distinctly understood that we will 
readily, nay, gladly, publish whatever may be de- 
cently written in opposition to the views which we 
may take on that or any other subject. We are far 
from desiring to interfere, in the remotest degree, 
with any matter of conscience ; and have no other 
wish than that those, who can scarcely with decency 
support their own families, should understand the 
purposes to which, under a virtuous impulse, they 
bestow a pbrtion of their hard earnings. How many 
poor families are straitened of some article of ne- 
cessity, to support one such mission as is described 
below ! -Vational Intelligencer. 

From the New-Haven Gazette. 

The Rev. Dr. Spring, and his son, intending to 
visit London, Edinburg, and Dublin, have sailed 
from New-York for London. Mr. Spring, we be- 
lieve, receives a salary of $3500 a year, besides the 
usual marriage fees, and tokens of respect from 
those who wish to be esteemed by their clergyman. 
We believe Mr. Spring to be a very pious and use- 
ful man—and we only mention his intended visit 


as an instance of the growing evil in our land. It 
is a fact, that in this country we are rapidly following 
the example of the old countries, in attempting to 
make up the large salaries demanded by those who 
assert that they are sent {from Colleges,} to declare 
the humbling doctrines of him who had not where 


to lay his head. In many places in the United 
States good snug salaries are already obtained, and 
the consequences are, that many of those clergymen 
who enjoy them are neglecting their flocks, and 
travelling in style by sea and by land—and if their 
salaries are not sufficient to warragtt the expenses of 
their visits, the people are called upon to make up 
the necessary sums by contribution. On this ap- 
peal being made, whoever else may be in want, the 
people must cheerfully give their last cent—for it is 
all for the health of the clergyman, his wife and dear 
little ones, and the moral and religious improve- 
ment of the world. We know that if an individual 
dares to question certain practices, at the present 
day, he,subjects himself to the hazard of being called 
an infidel. Be that as it may, it ought to be known 
that there are many good people who read the 
Scriptures, and are disposed to practice their pre- 
cepts, who cannot reconcile with those Scriptures 
every demand for money made in modern times. 
There is considerable marmuring among the people, 
at the examples set by those who ought to discou- 
rage extravagance—at the calls on the poor to con- 
tribute to make salary-men life members of bible, 
missionary, and education societies, at the calls for 
funds as beunty money to induce indolent young 





men to obtain a collegiate education, and enlist 4 
preachers on our side. 

There is also much of pride in fitting out thes 
life members and charity students, and publishing ;, 
the papers the sums received from those who were 
never known to feed the hungry, or clothe the 
naked. It is said that 6000 additional educates 
clergymen are now wanted in the United State. 
It so happens, however, that these educated clergy. 
men cannot live on smail salaries. If we say jo. 
thing of the expense of their education, it would |e 
a very moderate computation to say they will wanr, 
when settled, $1000 each, per year, which make, 
the round suin of $6,000,000. These might, no 
doubt, for the most part, be called domestic many. 
factures ; but whether they would add much to the 
wealth of the nation, is a question yet to be deter- 
mined. Much is said of the increase of Socinians, 
Universalists, Infidels, Deists, &c. Would it not be 
well to inquire into the causes which produce these 
disciples of erroneous faiths ? Instead of mounting 
the back of dull theology, aad proudly moving on in 
human strength, would it not be well to look into 
the law and the testimony—into the simple truths of 
the Gospel—and see if all things are right at home: 
The people of the United States have eyes, and 
though they see not at present, we trust the time is 
not far distant when they will see, and feel, and act, 
like men, who intend, by the blessing of Him whi 
has thus far smiled upon the nation, to preserve and 
maintain both their civil and religious freedoin. 

anita 
DREADFUL SCOURGE ! 

It appears from the following, that Ireland is bur- 
dened with a swarm of clerical locusts, worse than 
that which visiied Egypt. 

Late accounts state, “‘ There are in Ireland 

8 Archbishops, 
18 Bishops, 
800 other Dignitaries. 

And 1200 British clergymen of the Church oi 
England.” In this distressed country, (devoured by 
clerical locusts,) “the tythes alone amount to dire 
million four hundred thousand dollars, equal to 
about one-third of the whole peace establishment 0! 
the United States.” No wonder that starvation 
should be the consequence of this order of things. 
It is passing strange, that men pretending to great 
holiness should extort, on penalty of eternal dam- 
nation, enormous sums from the people. But, it is 
yet more strange, that the people should be gulled 
by them, and submit to fatten these religious gor- 
mandizers at an expense of thousands and millions 
of dollars, and find themselves brought to starva- 
tion for theirtrouble. But all this is “ for the love 
ot God and poor souls !” 

—~>— 
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